Global Languages
¿What is the most spoken language in the world?
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1. How accurate was your prediction?
2. What was most surprising about this information?
3. Would you say there is such thing as a global language?
4. Is this infographic good news or bad news?
5. What does globalization have to do with this infographic?
6. How many languages do you speak?
7. Just 500 years ago, less than 5 million people spoke English. Why has that number grown so much?
8. How do you think the globalization of language and spread of English has affected your life?
9. One entire language is lost every 14 days. What do you think globalization has to do with this?
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There are at least 7102 known languages alive in the world today. Twenty-three of these languages are a mother
tongue for more than 50 million people. The 23 languages make up the native tongue of 4.1 billion people.
We represent each language within black borders and then provide the numbers of native speakers (in millions) o N
by country. The colour of these countries shows how languages have taken root in many different regions
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JAPANESE 128

Japan
128

MARATHI 7.

India
718

1L (Israel-0.91),
R (Iran-1.4),
KW (Kuwait-1.0),
LB (Lebanon-3.9),
OM (Oman-1.16),
PS (Palestine-161),
A (atar-0.47),
7D (Chad-0.9)
TR (Turkey-0.5)

VIETNAMESE

67.8,

Vietnam
65.8

JAVANESE s4.3

Indonesia
84.2

TAMIL 6s.5

India
607

CHINESE 1,197

‘Chinese' as macrolanguage includes
different languages and dialects:
Gan (8855)-20.6 million speakers,
Hakka (%35:%)-30.1, Huizhou (43Z)-4.6,
Jinyu (& 55)-45.0, Mandarin (£5%)-848,
Min Bei ([:55)-10.3, Min Dong (EJ3R8)-9.12,
Min Nan (§5955)-46.6, Min Zhong (hi%)-3.10,
Pu-Xian (#1L5E)-2.56, Wu (558)-77.2,
Xiang (ff:8)-36.0, Cantonese (B37)-62.2
(Note that the indented lsting of individual dilects
does not include all Chinese languages or dialects)

North Korea.
242

China.
1152

GT (Guatemala),
NI (Nicaragua),
PA (Panama),
SV (€l salvador),
UY (Uruguay)

Taiwan
218

MM (Myanmar-0.5), MO (Macau-0.5),
PH (Philippines-0.7), SG (Singapore-1.8),
TH (Thailand-1.2), VN (Vietnam-0.9)

Note: The areas represented conform to the data provided by

BE (Belgium-3.9), CH (Switzerland-L9), *“Ethnologue-Languages ofthe World”, These estimates are not absolute
1T (italy-0.1), PF (French Polynesia-0.2), because the demography is consartly evoling. Some studies are
RE (Réunion-0.7), US (United States-1.3) based on data from old census and may date back more than 8 years
Number of countries in which this language is spoken Most popular languages being learned around the world
10 countries 839 languages
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‘Sources: Ethnologue-Languages of the World, CIA-US, Unesco, United Nations, University of Disseldorf, The Washington Post SCVP Graphic: Alberto Lucas Lopez
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